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I Abstract |

Types of Chinese Characters Covered in Hangukhanjajajeon(fiBli# i)

and Main Points Considered in Its Compilation Process

Jung, Taeyun* - Kim, Woojeong™

This paper is to enunciate the definitions and the main types of ‘Korean Chinese characters
applied in Hangukhanjajajeon(GEBIEFFH) and to introduce the mainly considered points faced
in its compilation process, from the cases of various misreadings and misprints verified in the
process examining Chinese characters for covering to the matters of estimating the Korean
pronunciations different from those previously known.

Firstly, this study discloses the reason for choosing the term ‘Korean Chinese characters(§#ElE
F) instead of ‘indigenous Chinese characters([fG#F) or ‘Korean-original Chinese characters([&l
%) which have various interpretations, or ‘characters in Chinese character category(FE¥2F) .
Nextly, the 3,724 characters covered in Hangukhanjajajeon are introduced type by type. Among
them, the characters with all Korean indigenous forms, pronunciations, and meanings are the
most in numbers of 2,010; the Korean variant characters(GEEIZEASF) 1,433; the characters with
Korean indigenous meanings 258; and the characters with Korean indigenous pronunciations 42,
In the cases of misreading, beside the cases caused by the unclear character form in text, there
are the cases mistaking similar-form character, the cases misreading two Chinese characters as
one, and so on, In the cases of misprint, many cases are derived from the process miscopying
from cursive script(FZ) text, Finally, the pronunciations of /&’ and ‘& known as having merely
characters’ meanings without pronunciations, of ‘% (th5t: big mouth) incorrectly known as ‘&='(}),
and of the phono-semantic compound characters(J¥&¥) with ‘& as the phonetic radical (B5)
which are used only in personal names are estimated.

Precise understanding and organizing the Korean Chinese characters’ aspects is certainly
necessary task to research Korean Studies, as well as East Asian classic humanities. At this point,

Hangukhanjajajeon can not only be usefully applied for Korean Studies experiencing difficulty

* Lexicographer, Central Institute of Asian Studies, Dankook University
* Professor, Department of Sino-Korean Education, Dankook University
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from the lack of systematic and synthetic information of Chinesae characters but also be helpful

for understanding the unique Korean linguistic culture stereoscopically.

[Keywords] Chinese character, Korean Chinese character, Chinese character dictionary, character

form, character meaning, character pronunciation
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